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Page	2	The	zombie	apocalypse	is	nearing	its	end...	kinda.	But	when	can	we	finally	expect	the	zombie	pandemic	to	grace	our	screens	for	one	final	season	of	The	Walking	Dead?	It’s	complicated,	thanks	to	the	coronavirus	pandemic.Back	in	early	September,	AMC	revealed	that	the	11th	season	of	The	Walking	Dead	will	be	its	last,	with	Lauren	Cohan	(who
plays	Maggie	Greene)	returning	as	a	series	regular.	While	the	network	is	giving	viewers	a	large	parting	gift	—	the	season	will	feature	24	episodes	instead	of	the	usual	16,	plus	six	additional	episodes	of	season	10	—	the	question	of	when	we’ll	get	to	see	them	is	a	little	up	in	the	air.	Back	in	March,	as	COVID-19	was	declared	a	global	pandemic,	pre-
production	on	The	Walking	Dead	was	halted.	AMC	then	announced	season	11	wouldn’t	premiere	in	October	2020	as	planned,	marking	the	first	time	the	show	wouldn’t	start	a	new	season	in	October	during	its	10-year	run.	(Post-production	on	the	season	10	finale	also	couldn’t	be	completed	due	to	the	pandemic,	so	that	will	instead	air	on	October	4,
2020.)	While	an	official	date	has	not	yet	been	announced	for	the	six	additional	episodes	or	season	11,	there’s	still	plenty	to	be	excited	about.	According	to	showrunner	Angela	Kang,	the	six	episodes	were	crafted	and	will	be	shot	differently	due	to	restrictions	caused	by	the	pandemic.	“The	episodes	are	all	designed	to	be	filmed	safely	during	this
pandemic	that	we're	in,”	Kang	said	during	a	preview	special,	according	to	Forbes.	“There's	sort	of	an	anthological	feel	to	some	of	them.	They're	really	deep	dives	into	our	characters,	which	I	hope	people	enjoy.”	The	six	episodes	will	be	shot	and	aired	in	early	2021,	Variety	reports	—	so	we	can	probably	expect	season	11	to	be	filmed	around	the	same
time.	The	format	of	The	Walking	Dead’s	final	season	will	also	differ	not	only	in	length,	but	how	it’s	presented.	The	first	12	episodes	of	season	11	will	air	in	2021,	while	the	last	12	will	air	in	2022.	There’s	no	need	to	start	mourning	The	Walking	Dead	just	yet,	however:	AMC	has	also	ordered	two	spinoffs	focusing	on	Daryl	(Norman	Reedus)	and	Carol
(Melissa	McBride),	and	another	anthology-style	series.	Looks	like	this	zombie	apocalypse	is	never	going	to	end.	(Image	credit:	AMC)	So	the	Commonwealth	isn't	quite	the	utopia	that	Maggie	and	the	survivors	had	hoped	it	would	be.	They	may	be	(relatively)	safe	from	walkers	and	Reapers,	but	Governor	Pamela	Milton's	desire	to	restore	the	old	status
quo	brick	for	brick,	bloc	for	bloc,	prejudice	for	prejudice,	exactly	as	it	once	was,	means	a	fresh	new	hell	beckons.	Read	on	as	we	explain	how	to	watch	The	Walking	Dead	season	11	online	from	anywhere	now	that	it's	back	from	its	mid-season	break.Watch	The	Walking	Dead	season	11	onlineWhen:	Sundays	from	February	20	(US	and	Canada)	at	9pm
ET/PTCast:	Norman	Reedus,	Melissa	McBride,	Lauren	Cohan,	Christian	Serratos,	Josh	McDermitt,	Laila	RobinsStream:	AMC+	or	AMC	via	Sling	TV	FREE	trial	(opens	in	new	tab)	(US)	|	Disney	Plus	(UK)	|	Binge	(opens	in	new	tab)	(AU)	|	AMC	(opens	in	new	tab)	(CA)Imagine	surviving	a	seemingly	endless	cataclysmic	event	through	the	sheer	power	of
will,	only	for	the	aftermath	to	be	even	grimmer	than	the	dark	days	that	came	before	it.The	way	the	Commonwealth	is	shaping	up,	Eugene	and	Stephanie	are	going	to	be	yearning	for	the	comforting	sound	of	walkers	squealing	before	long.	But	with	Alexandria	in	dire	straits	and	Governor	Milton	looking	like	its	best	hope,	they	can't	risk	putting	another
toe	out	of	line.And	then	there's	Maggie	and	Negan,	who've	made	it	out	of	the	frying	pan	only	to	find	themselves	in	the	middle	of	a	raging	blaze.It's	time	to	barricade	the	doors	and	batten	down	the	hatches	as	the	second	of	three	8-episode	batches	draws	us	ever	closer	to	the	conclusion.	Keep	reading	to	find	out	how	to	watch	The	Walking	Dead	season
11	online	no	matter	where	you	are.More	can't-miss	TV:	how	to	watch	Pam	and	Tommy	onlineHow	to	watch	The	Walking	Dead	season	11	online	in	the	USHow	to	watch	The	Walking	Dead	season	11	in	the	UKHow	to	watch	The	Walking	Dead	season	11	online	in	Australia	for	FREEHow	to	watch	The	Walking	Dead	season	11	online	in	Canada	The	Walking
Dead:	A	New	Frontier	is	a	masterful	and	ambitious	continuation	of	Telltale’s	flagship	series	for	new	players	and	series	fans	alike.	The	Walking	Dead	wasn’t	Telltale	Games’	first	episodic	adventure	series,	but	its	2012	adaptation	of	Robert	Kirkman’s	iconic	zombie	apocalypse	comic	series	(and	subsequent	television	show)	was	definitely	a	turning	point
for	the	studio.	Its	breakout	success	paved	the	way	for	other	high-profile	franchise	partnerships,	such	as	Game	of	Thrones,	Batman,	or	the	upcoming	Guardians	of	the	Galaxy,	but	fans’	investment	in	the	survival	story	of	Clementine	may	mean	the	newly	begun	third	season	of	The	Walking	Dead	is	Telltale’s	most	anticipated	game	yet.	The	Walking	Dead:
A	New	Frontier	picks	up	Clementine’s	story	following	the	brutal	events	of	Season	two,	but	first	it	loops	back	to	the	first	days	of	the	zombie	apocalypse	in	order	to	introduce	its	new	protagonist,	Javier	Garcia,	in	a	two-part	season	opening:	“Ties	that	Bind”.	“Javi”	is	a	disgraced	former	baseball	player	who	was	banned	from	professional	play	over	a
gambling	scandal.	We	open	on	him	belatedly	joining	the	rest	of	his	family	for	the	death	of	their	father.	Javi	is	established	as	kind	of	a	screw-up,	and	tensions	with	his	brother	run	high.	Interpersonal	drama	is	soon	set	aside,	however,	when	the	dead	start	rising.	Flash	forward	several	years	and	Javi	is	on	the	road	with	his	sister-in-law,	Kate,	and	her
teenage	stepson	and	stepdaughter	(Javi’s	niece	and	nephew),	desperately	trying	to	stay	ahead	of	a	shambling	herd	of	walkers,	or	“muertos”,	as	Javi	et	al.	call	them.	With	the	rest	of	their	family	presumed	dead,	Javi	and	the	gang’s	nerves	are	wearing	thin	under	the	relentless	pressure	to	keep	moving	or	die.	Soon	thereafter	they	meet	a	hardened	little
girl	with	a	shotgun,	Clementine	from	the	previous	two	seasons,	and	the	narrative	really	gets	going.	As	is	often	the	case	in	zombie	narratives,	the	greatest	danger	is	often	other	people,	encapsulated	here	in	a	dangerous,	powerful,	and	mysterious	new	faction,	the	eponymous	New	Frontier.	“Ties	that	Bind”	is	a	great	opening	act	to	the	season	for	both
new	players	and	longtime	fans	alike.	Starting	with	Javi	as	a	brand	new	character	allows	new	players	to	get	acclimated	in	the	world	without	worrying	that	they’re	missing	anything	important.	The	game	offers	plenty	for	returning	players	as	well,	though,	in	addition	to	some	familiar	faces	from	the	comics	and	television	show	as	well.	Two	seasons	(and
two	expansions)	in,	there	are	a	lot	of	branches	on	Walking	Dead’s	branching	path	for	Telltale	to	consider	going	into	A	New	Frontier	in	order	to	respect	series	continuity.	It’s	a	real	testament	to	Telltale’s	seasoned	hand	that	the	studio	didn’t	side-step	the	problem	by	starting	with	a	wholly	new	story	in	the	Walking	Dead	universe	(like	the	season’s	title
and	lack	of	numeral	may	have	suggested).	A	New	Frontier	has	over	40	starting	states	based	on	variables	from	the	previous	two	seasons.	Players	can	upload	their	save	files	from	previous	titles	to	Telltale’s	servers	in	order	to	shape	their	story,	or	use	an	easy	in-game	questionnaire	to	reconstruct	their	choices,	which	can	also	serve	as	a	great	refresher	if
it’s	been	a	while	since	playing.	Mostly,	these	choices	shape	Clementine’s	appearance	and	personality	for	your	particular	playthrough,	affecting	things	like	how	she	may	be	maimed,	what	memories	she	talks	about,	and	generally	how	hardened	she	has	become.	As	the	title	suggests,	“Ties	That	Bind”	strongly	continues	The	Walking	Dead’s	theme	of
families:	those	we	are	born	into,	those	we	fall	into,	and	those	we	choose.	Javi	stumbling	into	the	role	of	a	father	figure	for	his	niece	and	nephew	calls	back	to	Lee	and	Clementine	from	the	first	season.	The	recurring	refrain	of	“X	will	remember	that”	after	you	make	choices	serves	as	a	potent	mechanical	reflection	of	parenting	when	it	affects
impressionable	children	witnessing	your	actions.	Similarly,	Seeing	how	Clementine	has	been	shaped	by	the	previous	two	seasons	is	a	striking	reminder	of	how	your	decisions	have	long-term	consequences.	Mechanically,	A	New	Frontier	does	nothing	to	shake	up	Telltale’s	well-honed	formula.	Most	of	the	gameplay	action	is	conversational,	shaping	other
characters’	opinions	of	you,	punctuated	by	binary	decisions	of	concrete	actions	to	take.	Given	the	zombie	apocalypse	setting,	those	decisions	generally	revolve	around	who	lives	or	dies,	either	directly	or	indirectly	from	your	actions.	These	clear,	life-or-death	stakes	lend	themselves	well	to	Telltale’s	branching	narrative	format,	and	may	be	part	of	why
this	series	has	been	particularly	successful	for	the	studio.	Telltale’s	particular	brand	of	adventure	games	are	something	of	a	known	quantity	now.	Telltale	has	admirably	experimented	with	new	mechanics	and	types	of	gameplay	in	new	series	like	its	take	on	Batman,	but	A	New	Frontier	is	well	honed,	and	as	good	an	example	as	you	could	hope	to	find	of
mastery	over	its	own	fundamentals.	For	fans,	this	is	a	no	brainer–A	New	Frontier	is	a	masterful	and	ambitious	continuation	of	Telltale’s	flagship	series,	that	rewards	their	investment	while	also	serving	as	a	good	starting	point	to	share	with	newcomers.	Players	turned	off	by	the	previous	Telltale	games,	either	because	of	their	lack	of	interactivity	or	the
transparency	of	its	mechanics,	will	likely	remain	unmoved.	We	played	the	first	two	episodes	of	The	Walking	Dead:	A	New	Frontier	on	PC	at	an	event	hosted	by	the	developer.	Highs:	Rewards	returning	players	while	welcoming	the	new	Greatest	starting	variability	of	any	TT	game	so	far	Looks	great	Lows:	Telltale	formula	won’t	win	over	skeptics	Editors'
Recommendations	For	many	fans	of	The	Walking	Dead,	Season	7	was	a	challenge.	It	focused	heavily	on	new	themes	and	characters,	and	oftentimes	felt	very	little	like	the	series	that	became	a	cultural	phenomenon	back	in	2010.	After	a	controversial	cliffhanger	in	Season	6,	and	an	even	more	polarizing	premiere	in	October,	the	series’	seventh	season
got	off	to	a	rocky	start.	While	it	had	a	few	killer	moments,	the	series	never	quite	found	its	footing	in	Negan‘s	brave	new	world.	Though	The	Walking	Dead	still	boasts	strong	ratings,	some	fans	did	begin	to	abandon	ship	as	Season	7	wore	on.	There	could	be	a	number	of	reasons	behind	the	series’	subtle	decline	in	popularity.	Between	the	loss	of	key
characters,	an	increasingly	dreary	tone,	and	a	chaotic	storyline,	the	most	recent	slate	of	episodes	failed	to	keep	fans	excited	to	tune	in.	Here	are	10	things	The	Walking	Dead	got	wrong	in	Season	7.	1.	They	botched	the	rollout	The	Walking	Dead	Season	7	premiere	|	AMC	The	hype	surrounding	Season	7	of	The	Walking	Dead	was	almost	ridiculous.	The
previous	season’s	stunning	cliffhanger	ending	left	just	about	every	main	character’s	life	hanging	in	the	balance.	And	millions	tuned	in	to	find	out	who	Negan	had	taken	down	with	his	beloved	bat,	Lucille.	Unfortunately,	despite	the	hype,	the	Season	7	premiere	was	more	or	less	a	letdown.	After	toying	with	our	emotions	for	more	than	13	minutes,	“The



Day	Will	Come	When	You	Won’t	Be”	finally	spilled	the	beans	on	the	big	death	mystery.	We	watched,	in	horror,	as	Negan	beat	both	Abraham	and	Glenn	to	a	pulp.	All	told,	it	was	a	solid	seven	minutes	of	gory,	horrifying	television.	But	the	rest	of	the	episode	left	much	to	be	desired.	It	focused	on	Rick	Grimes’	complete	demoralization,	and	set	the	stage
for	the	emotionally	draining	episodes	that	followed.	The	issue	with	not	only	the	premiere,	but	the	entire	season,	was	that	its	tone	and	content	didn’t	match	the	energetic	marketing	push	leading	up	to	the	seventh	season.	The	advertisements	that	enticed	viewers	to	tune	in	featured	a	grinning	Negan	and	a	“You	won’t	believe	what	happens	next”	motif.	In
reality,	the	first	half	of	Season	7	was	TWD‘s	bleakest	yet.	That’s	not	to	say	the	series	needed	to	be	a	super-charged	adrenaline	fueled	Negan-fest	to	keep	fans	satisfied.	But	AMC	and	The	Walking	Dead	ended	up	over-promising	on	excitement	and	a	“game-changing”	storyline	that	never	really	materialized.	2.	The	Negan	problem	Negan	(Jeffrey	Dean
Morgan)	on	The	Walking	Dead	|	AMC	It’s	one	thing	to	introduce	a	new	villain	on	a	series	like	The	Walking	Dead.	It’s	entirely	another	to	build	a	season’s	worth	of	stories	around	him.	Negan	is,	without	a	doubt,	one	of	the	most	memorable	characters	on	TWD.	But	the	series’	creative	team	made	a	huge	gamble	when	they	chose	to	reorient	the	show
around	him	in	Season	7.	And	unfortunately,	the	gamble	didn’t	pay	off.	Maybe	they	overestimated	how	much	fans	would	like	the	sarcastic,	sadistic	leader	of	the	Saviors.	Or	maybe	they	just	didn’t	quite	figure	out	how	to	fit	him	into	AMC’s	version	of	The	Walking	Dead.	While	Negan’s	villainous	ways	marked	a	decisive	turning	point	in	the	series,	in	most
cases	it	wasn’t	a	good	one.	Negan	was	billed	as	being	the	worst	villain	yet,	but	thus	far,	aside	from	offing	a	few	beloved	characters,	he	hasn’t	been	nearly	as	interesting	as,	say,	Shane	or	the	Governor.	If	anything,	his	chest-beating	cruelty	has	proven	to	be	irritating.	Despite	the	fact	that	he	isn’t	quite	the	supervillain	he	was	made	out	to	be,	his
smirking,	self-aggrandizing	approach	to	the	apocalypse	has	become	a	large	part	of	what	the	series	is	about	these	days.	That	doesn’t	mean	that	the	series	will	continue	to	suffer	as	long	as	Negan	sticks	around.	But	it	does	mean	that	TWD	needs	to	figure	out	how	to	make	Negan	work	within	TWD‘s	universe,	and	not	how	to	make	it	all	about	Negan.	3.
Relying	on	shock	value	instead	of	storytelling	Michonne	in	The	Walking	Dead	|	AMC	The	Walking	Dead	has	always	relied	on	its	plot’s	twists	and	turns	to	keep	fans	engaged.	The	same	could	be	said	of	nearly	every	TV	show	ever	created.	But	as	of	late,	the	series’	creative	team	has	given	these	moments	a	bit	more	weight	than	they’re	worth.	This	trend
began	in	Season	6,	when	fan-favorite	Glenn	Rhee	was	seemingly	killed	off,	only	to	return	a	few	episodes	later.	That	plot	development	didn’t	go	over	well	with	fans,	who	felt	TWD‘s	writers	dragged	the	reveal	out	too	long.	Instead	of	reevaluating	their	take	on	shocking	fans,	though,	they	doubled	down	in	Season	7.	First,	there	was	the	reveal	of	Negan’s
victims.	Then,	there	was	the	fact	that	their	deaths	were	gorier	and	more	graphic	than	arguably	any	other	characters’	on	the	series.	Later,	in	Episode	12,	it	appeared	as	though	Rick	Grimes	had	been	bested	by	a	hoard	of	zombies,	until	he	popped	up	after	a	few	tense	moments.	The	way	the	series	has	handled	its	major	character	deaths	—	real	or	fake	—
turned	into	a	major	problem,	narratively	speaking.	That’s	because	it’s	relied	so	much	on	making	them	into	buzzed	about,	must-see	moments.	Ultimately,	that	doesn’t	help	bolster	the	series’	dramatic	impact.	It’s	devalued	the	emotional	punch	that	comes	whenever	we	see	our	favorite	characters	bite	the	dust.	4.	It	became	predictable	Sasha	in	the
Sanctuary	|	AMC	The	Walking	Dead	has	always	been	good	at	killing	off	its	characters.	But	at	this	point,	there	seems	to	be	a	formula	of	sorts	that	fans	can	expect	to	play	out	as	a	season	progresses.	We	usually	lose	a	character	or	two	right	before	the	midseason	break,	and	perhaps	a	more	important	character	during	each	season	finale.	In	Season	7,	that
was	true	—	Olivia	and	Spencer	were	the	earlier	casualties.	And	poor,	brave	Sasha	met	a	heroic	end,	with	a	little	help	from	Eugene,	in	the	finale	episode,	“The	First	Day	of	the	Rest	of	Your	Life.”	The	problem	with	these	deaths	isn’t	that	they	happened.	It’s	that	they	felt	telegraphed	—	because	we	knew	that	somebody	was	going	to	die.	For	a	series	that
seems	to	rely	so	heavily	on	shock	value,	it’s	hard	to	pinpoint	exactly	how	the	shocking	deaths	now	feel	so	commonplace.	But	by	following	the	tried-and-true	pattern	once	again	in	Season	7,	The	Walking	Dead	showed	that	it	needs	to	genuinely	rethink	its	narrative	structure.	5.	It	was	really	depressing	Rick	in	The	Walking	Dead	Season	7	|	AMC	Of
course,	a	series	about	a	zombie	apocalypse	isn’t	going	to	be	a	laugh-a-minute	endeavor.	But	Season	7	of	The	Walking	Dead	felt	hopelessly,	tirelessly,	and	endlessly	bleak.	And	not	in	a	this-is-the-human-condition-at-work	kind	of	way,	but	in	a	why-are-we-subjecting-ourselves-to-this-emotional-torture	kind	of	way.	In	the	closing	moments	of	the	seventh
season	premiere,	Rick	imagined	his	friends	and	family	sitting	around	a	dinner	table,	laughing	and	enjoying	themselves.	As	he	did,	we	heard	Negan	taunting	him,	reminding	him	that	there	would	be	no	happily	ever	after.	That	defeatist,	depressing	mentality	permeated	so	much	of	Season	7’s	major	stories.	We’ve	seen	Rick	Grimes	go	through	plenty	of
ups	and	downs	over	the	years.	And	obviously,	he	was	eventually	able	to	pull	himself	together.	But	seeing	him	so	broken	for	so	long	made	the	entire	series	feel	defeating.	Watching	Rick,	Michonne,	Maggie,	Daryl,	and	the	rest	of	our	favorite	characters	struggle	under	Negan’s	thumb	was	painful	in	a	way	that	seemed	like	it	would	never	end.	6.	There
were	too	many	players	Jadis	from	The	Walking	Dead	|	AMC	In	the	early	seasons	of	The	Walking	Dead,	the	series’	scope	felt	very	limited.	As	walkers	overtook	the	roads	and	seemingly	destroyed	society,	we	watched	Rick	Grimes’	crew	sit	around	a	farm	and	stare	at	maps	for	several	episodes.	These	days,	the	series	has	taken	the	opposite	approach.	The
characters	have	traveled	across	several	states,	spread	out,	and	met	several	other	groups	of	survivors.	The	problem	in	Season	7	is	that	there	are	now	way	too	many	characters	to	keep	track	of.	We	have	Negan’s	Sanctuary,	Gregory’s	Hilltop,	the	Kingdom,	and,	of	course,	Alexandria.	There’s	also	Oceanside,	the	all-female	colony	that	Tara	encountered,
and	Jadis’	Scavengers,	who	inexplicably	have	their	own	language.	The	expanding	ensemble	makes	sense,	pragmatically	—	after	all,	Rick	is	promising	a	war	with	Negan	and	they’re	going	to	need	a	lot	of	foot	soldiers.	But	in	terms	of	keeping	fans	connected	to	the	actual	characters,	it	became	a	bit	of	a	problem.	We	lost	track	of	many	major	players	for
long	stretches	of	time.	The	newer	characters,	like	Ezekiel,	were	given	grand	introductions	complete	with	plenty	of	exposition	rather	than	being	gradually	developed	over	time.	Ultimately,	Season	7	made	our	connection	to	the	characters	and	their	allegiances	feel	muddy	at	best.	And	that	will	make	it	harder	to	stay	invested	in	their	fates	when	Season	8
rolls	around.	7.	The	special	effects	weren’t	up	to	par	The	Walking	Dead‘s	Rick	in	the	dump	|	AMC	The	Walking	Dead	has	been	consistently	praised	for	its	special	effects,	and	with	good	reason.	After	all,	the	FX	team,	led	by	Greg	Nicotero,	has	managed	to	make	a	zombie	apocalypse	seem	like	a	thing	that’s	actually	happening	on	our	screens.	In	Season	7,
they	expanded	their	horizons	a	bit,	but	may	have	bitten	off	more	than	they	could	chew.	Shiva,	Ezekiel’s	tiger,	was	mostly	an	impressive	display	of	CGI	skills.	But	many	of	the	other	effects	The	Walking	Dead	brought	to	life	were	less	effective.	In	“New	Best	Friends,”	Rick	stood	in	front	of	Jadis’	impressive	camp	—	but	it	was	obviously	created	on	a	green
screen.	In	“Say	Yes,”	he	tried	to	kill	a	deer	that	was	hilariously	fake	as	well.	Sure,	these	moments	are	small	in	the	grand	scheme	of	things,	but	even	little	slip-ups	like	this	can	bring	us	out	of	the	show’s	reality.	8.	The	timing	was	all	off	Tara	in	The	Walking	Dead	|	AMC	At	its	best,	The	Walking	Dead	grabs	our	attention	and	refuses	to	let	go.
Unfortunately,	episodes	like	that	were	few	and	far	between	in	the	series’	seventh	season.	On	more	than	one	occasion,	TWD	would	dangle	the	possibility	of	an	enticing	plotline	in	front	of	us,	only	to	switch	gears	the	following	episode.	It	introduced	us	to	Ezekiel	and	the	Kingdom,	and	then	ignored	them	for	so	long	that	we	almost	forgot	they	existed.	It
showed	us	Carl’s	decision	to	sneak	into	the	Sanctuary,	then	wasted	the	next	hour	showing	us	what	Tara	and	Heath	were	up	to.	Instead	of	keeping	us	engaged	with	the	myriad	plotlines	that	emerged	in	Season	7,	this	method	had	the	opposite	effect.	As	soon	as	we	were	invested	in	one	character’s	story,	we	lost	track	of	them.	And	in	the	end,	when	they
all	converged	to	fight	against	Negan,	it	was	hard	to	remember	how	they’d	all	gotten	there	in	the	first	place.	9.	The	writing	was	weaker	than	normal	Gregory	in	The	Walking	Dead	|	AMC	No	one	would	ever	argue	that	The	Walking	Dead	is	a	realistic	series.	Fans	have	been	willing	to	forgive	plenty	of	innocuous	plot	holes	over	the	years.	But	in	Season	7,
the	storytelling	felt	especially	sloppy.	That’s	largely	because	it	became	more	difficult	to	understand	the	choices	the	characters	made.	Sure,	Rick	was	traumatized	after	his	initial	encounter	with	Negan.	But	it	was	incredibly	difficult	to	truly	believe	that	he	wouldn’t	have	at	least	considered	stashing	a	gun	offsite	before	the	Saviors	showed	up	to	collect
his	supplies.	Yes,	Gregory	was	technically	the	leader	at	Hilltop	but	why	did	Jesus	and	his	people	let	him	continually	run	the	colony	into	the	ground	to	appease	Negan?	And	perhaps	most	importantly,	what	incentive	does	Jadis	have	to	join	forces	with	Rick	when	they	seemed	to	be	doing	just	fine	on	their	own?	The	Walking	Dead	relies	heavily	on	world
building	and	it	asks	us	to	suspend	our	disbelief	so	we	can	enjoy	the	characters’	journey.	But	these	questions	add	up	over	time	—	and	they	make	the	world	crumble	over	time.	10.	Not	all	that	much	happened	Maggie	in	The	Walking	Dead	Season	7	finale	|	AMC	At	the	beginning	of	Season	7,	AMC	told	us	that	The	Walking	Dead	was	“just	getting	started.”
Apparently,	they	meant	that	literally.	Because	in	the	16	episodes	that	comprised	the	last	season,	very	little	actually	happened.	Negan	killed	Abraham	and	Glenn.	Everyone	was	traumatized.	He	belittled	and	abused	the	other	colonies.	Eventually,	after	he	came	knocking	on	their	door	and	tormented	them	enough,	they	decided	they	were	ready	to	fight.
Realistically,	that	entire	storyline	could	have	been	condensed	into	half	a	season.	We	spent	several	hours	waiting	for	the	moment	that	Rick,	Maggie,	Daryl,	and	the	rest	of	the	crew	would	finally	start	to	fight	back.	In	the	end,	we	barely	got	a	taste	of	their	retaliation.	While	the	prospect	of	a	more	action-oriented	Season	8	is	appealing,	it	doesn’t	negate
the	frustrating	impact	of	Season	7’s	glacial	pacing.	Once	again,	we’re	left	to	wait	for	a	real,	substantial	payoff	and	in	many	ways,	it	feels	like	we’ve	already	been	waiting	a	very	long	time.	Follow	Katherine	Webb	on	Twitter	@prufrox	Check	out	Entertainment	Cheat	Sheet	on	Facebook!
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